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Podgorica, Montenegro, 1-3 October 2018 

 

 

SUBJECT | Minutes of the 8th Management Committee Meeting of COST Action 

CA15104 “Inclusive Radio Communication Networks for 5G and beyond 

(IRACON)” 

 

 

DAY 1 – 1 OCT 2018 

 

 

1. Welcome to participants 

Prof. Claude Oestges, Chair of the Action, opened the meeting on October 1st, 

2019, at 9.00 am. The participants were welcomed by the Local Organizer, Dr. 

Enis Kocan, University of Montenegro. Information about the local arrangements 

were provided to the audience. 

The Chair acknowledged the fulfilment of the quorum, i.e. at least two thirds of 

the COST countries participating in the Action are represented at the 8th MCM. 

 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda of the 8th MCM was adopted without modifications, based on the 

online version previously circulated. 

 

 

3. Approval of minutes and matters arising from last meeting 

(MCM7, Cartagena) 

The Chair informed the attendees that, following the change of Grant Holder 

Secretary, a few processes had to be postponed, including the preparation of the 

minutes from the 7th MC meeting in Cartagena. These will therefore be approved 

at the following meeting in Dublin, Ireland, in January 2019. 

The Chair reminded to sign the official attendance list for each day of the meeting 

attended and to sign one attendance list for each WG/EWG attended. No 

reimbursement of travel expenses (for those entitled to) will be processed if 

attendance lists are not duly signed. 

The Newsletter Meeting among the members of the steering committee will take 

place on Tuesday at 6 pm sharp in the room “Milica”. 
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4. Status of the Action 

The Chair moved on to update the audience on the overall status of the Action. 

Here below the main figures presented: 

 

 

Partners 

▪ Number of signatory countries: 35 (out of 36) 

▪ Number of MC Members: 66 (+ Chair) 

▪ Near Neighbour Country Institutions: 4 approved 

 
 

 

▪ International Partner Country Institutions: 12 approved and activated, 2 

pending 

 
 

 

The Chair reminded that contributing to the Action is important and that Action 

participants must fulfil some obligations, namely: 

COST Country institutions & Near Neighbour Country institutions 

▪ Commitment to have contributions (TD, tutorial, etc.) at least at ONE 

meeting / training school per year 

▪ Deregistration from the internal website access if not fulfilled 

 

International Partner Country Institutions 

The Chair reviewed the rules for accepting an IPC in the Action, i.e.: 

▪ mutual benefit (COST rule) 

▪ scientific excellence (Universities) 

▪ role in industrial context (Industries) 
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▪ technical topics and WGs addressed 

▪ geographic balance 

The obligations for IPCs are similar to those of the other Partners: 

▪ Commitment to have contributions (TDs, tutorial, etc.) at TWO 

meetings/training schools per year 

▪ Deregistration from the internal website access if not fulfilled 

 

Pending approvals 

There are currently two pending approvals within the Action, i.e.: 

➢ University of Canterbury (NZ), represented by Dr Fred Samandari 

The application was initially rejected from COST officers because the Motivation 

Letter was not hand-signed. On September 30th the Chair received the Motivation 

Letter, properly signed. 

The suggestion of the Core Group was to invite this institution to attend one 

meeting before it can be granted a role as observer (i.e. 2 contributions per 

year). This would give them the possibility to present themselves and to 

personally discuss with the MC their involvement in the Action. 

 

➢ École de Technologie Supérieure (QC, Canada), represented by Dr 

Ghassan Dahman 

The application was validated by the COST office, thus the MC was asked to take 

its own decision in the matter. 

ETS application was subject to a careful analysis from the MCM, since apparently 

the motivation letter mentioned some contracts with the Army, which would be 

against COST rules. Indeed, COST should fund networking activities in the field of 

science and technology destined only for peaceful purposes 

(see “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities”, COST 

132/14; http://www.cost.eu/rules_participation_implementation), page 4, no. 

17). 

Through an email exchange the Chair asked Dr Dahman to clarify this point. 

Dr Dahman explained that there are no contracts involved with the army and the 

point mentioned in the motivation letter was purely related to having access to 

facilities e.g., ships, via the Canadian Navy and maritime research, for 

propagation measurement purposes. 

After careful consideration the MC agreed that the application was not violating 

the "peaceful-purpose rule for Participation in and Implementation of COST 

Activities”. 

A final decision on the issue was postponed to Wednesday Oct 3rd. ETS approval 

would in any case be conditional to Dahman’s participation in the Action. 

 

 

Important Reminders 

The Chair went on to remind the participants about some important procedures 

and internal rules of the Action, such as: reimbursement eligibility, deadlines and 

procedures, e-Mailing and acknowledgments. 

http://www.cost.eu/rules_participation_implementation
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REIMBURSEMENT ELIGIBILITY 

 

 

DEADLINES AND PROCEDURES 

The Chair reminded everyone to request TD numbers and submit TDs on time! 
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Those entitled to a reimbursement should always keep their original supporting 

documents (tickets, receipts, invoices), even after uploading the claim on the e-

COST. 

 

E-MAILING AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The Chair reminded that is it very important to acknowledge the Action, because 

it is one of the few metrics to show that the Action is doing well. 

 

 

Afterwards, the Chair reported about the activities, events and dissemination 

actions that had taken place in 2018 and reviewed the current and future steps: 
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As a general rule for future conferences, it was agreed not to mention the names 

COST/IRACON in the titles of the special sessions, as this may lead people to 

identify such events as promotion of a European Project rather than actual 

science and not attend. Ad hoc mentions will be included instead in the sessions’ 

description, e.g.: the session was organised/supported by COST. 
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Monitoring Report 

On the 25th month of the Action’s lifetime, the Chair, on behalf of the 

Management Committee, submitted the Progress Report, which includes 

information on the first 24 months of activity. An external Rapporteur, after 

receiving the Progress Report, submits a Progress Review, with the aim to 

monitor and assess the Actions activities up to month 24. 

The Chair summarised to the audience the main topics addressed in the 

Monitoring Report Review: 
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The Chair informed the attendees that he will submit an application for a follow 

up action after IRACON and that, if the application is accepted, a new Chair will 

have to be chosen. 

With no further comments from the Audience, Part 4 on the Status of the Action 

was officially approved. 
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5. Review of action deliverables 

The Chair updated the participants on the status of the technical deliverables (in 

green the deliverables already provided): 

 
 

The Chair analysed particularly the last Deliverable to be submitted (no.5), 

underlying that it was finalised late with respect to the original timetable. 

DELIVERABLE 5 

Edition 

✓ WG chairs are the contributors 

✓ Chair and Vice-Chair are the editors 

Content 

✓ 1 page per WG/meeting 

✓ It includes scientific results and dissemination activities (no equations!) 

✓ Published on IRACON website 

Schedule: provided late 

✓ Draft version by April 22, 2018 → received last inputs August 8, 2018 

✓ Delivery by May 31, 2018 → delivered August 30, 2018 
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6. Report from the Grant Holder 

The new GH Secretary, Alice Baldini, who had started her collaboration on 

September 1st, was officially presented to the attendees. 

Then the Grant Holder reported that the Action is currently underspending, as 

shown in the tables below: 

 

Work and Budget Plan for Y3 
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Updated situation 

 

 

Proposed changes to the budget allocation 

To address this issue, part of the budget must be reallocated to make sure it is 

properly spent. The following budget changes were suggested: 

1. Increase the LOS for the Training School in Lyon and for the Meeting in 

Dublin from 1000 EUR to 3000 EUR, in order to reduce the participation to 

LO paid by participants 

2. Increase the number of training school grants and of trainers’ 

reimbursements. 

3. Increase the number of STSM and the max budget per STSM: from 1200 

EUR to 1500 EUR 

A vote was taken: the above suggestions were approved unanimously 
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7. Report from Training Manager (STSMs, Training Schools and 
Tutorials) 

The Training Manager, Prof. Laurent Clavier, reviewed the list of Training School 

that had taken place: 

 
 

 

He presented the next Training School, which will be held in Lyon on 18-22 

November 2018: 

 
 

He informed the audience that the training school in Madrid will likely be replaced 

by one in Barcelona, as the Local Organiser asked to postpone it to 2020. 

Finally, the Training Manager reviewed the list of STSMs that had been organised 

throughout the action: 
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8. Report from Dissemination Manager 

The Dissemination Manager, Prof. Luis Correia, invited the attendees to share 

ideas to disseminate the Action and to improve the participation in the EuCNC 

COST special session. 

It was then proposed to keep in the publication list of the IRACON website only 

the accepted papers and not the submitted ones. 

A vote was taken: the above suggestions were approved unanimously 

IRACON members were invited to check the website to see if any of the 

submitted papers had become accepted in the meantime. They were also asked 

to send any new accepted paper to Alice, so as to keep the list updated. 
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9. Presentation and Discussion of Technical Documents 

The Chair informed the audience that a total of 49 TDs will be presented during 

the Working Group meetings and shared the schedule: 

 

 

He also stressed that the WG discussions should address the following topics: 

• Next deliverables (Spring 2019) 

• Training School proposals/topics for 2019 and beyond 

• Joint activities with H2020 projects 

• Tutorial offers for upcoming meetings 

• Final book chapter sections + section editors 

• Joint activities (experiments, papers, etc.) 

• Short Term Scientific Missions among participant institutions 

• Any other idea to foster the dissemination of the Action ? 
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DAY 3 – 3 OCT 2018 

The Management Committee Meeting resumed on Friday at 11:15 am. 

 

Returning to the application of the École de Technologie Supérieure (ETS), the 

Chair asked the MC to express their opinion and called a vote: 

Does anyone oppose ETS joining IRACON? The unanimous response was NO 

 

 

10. Final book 

The Chair provided an update on the preparation of the Action’s final book, which 

is a report on the TDs presented throughout the 4 years. 

During the Podgorica meeting the Table of Contents will be frozen, with an 

estimate of 40 pages per chapter, and the section editors will be identified. 

Before October 30 the Chair will distribute templates (latex). 

The first draft of the book must be ready by April 2019. 

A few possible publishers were mentioned (Rivers, Elsevier, Cambridge, Wiley, 

Springer, etc.); the actual search for a publisher will start after the meeting. 

The Chair informed the attendees that he is available as book editor and that a 

few more editors must be identified as well. 

WG Chairs/Leaders were asked to discuss about the book’s structure during the 

3-day meeting and to allocate the TDs in the different sections. 

 

It was reported that, according to Rivers (which had produced the book of the 

previous Action IC1004), people mostly bought separate chapters rather than the 

whole book, therefore chapters must have captivating titles and be somehow 

independent. 

The draft Table of Contents was then presented: 
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20 | Page 

 

 

 

11. Future MCMs and Workshops 

The Chair reviewed the next meetings that will be organised within the Action: 

 

▪ 9th IRACON MC/technical meeting and workshop (?) 

✓ DCU Dublin (EI), 16-18 January 2019 

✓ Organizer: Conor Brenan 

▪ 10th IRACON MC/technical meeting and workshop (?) 

✓ Spring 2019 

✓ Detailed offer received so far from U Oulu/Keysight (FI), 27-29 May 2019 

✓ Initial offer from JCT/Tel-Aviv/Jerusalem (IL) 

▪ 11th IRACON MC/technical meeting and third workshop (?) 

✓ Proposed dates: 4-6 Sep 2019 

✓ Gdansk University (PL) 

✓ Organizer: Slawomir Ambroziak 

▪ 12th (final) IRACON MC/technical meeting and 4th workshop (?) 

✓ Early 2020 (before March 22) 

✓ Offers from Belgium (UCLouvain and/or UGent) 

 

The audience was asked to choose a location, between Oulu, Finland, and Tel-

Aviv, Israel, to host the 10th MC & WG meeting. 

A vote was taken: Oulu was approved by the majority 

 

 

12. Reports from Working Group Chairs 

DWGs 

1. Sana Salous and Katsuyuki Haneda reported about the activities carried out 

within WG-1 (radio channels) 

2. Hanna Bogucka and Jan Sykora reported about the activities carried out 

within WG-2 (PHY-MAC) 

3. Silvia Ruiz and Hamed Ahmadi reported about the activities carried out within 

WG-3 (NET) 
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EWGs 

1. Wim Kotterman and Moray Rumney reported about the activities carried out 

within WG-OTA 

2. Erik Ström and Chiara Buratti reported about the activities carried out within 

WG-IoT 

✓ Slawomir J. Ambroziak and Kamran Sayrafian reported about the activities 

carried out within SWG IoT-Health 

3. Carles Anton and Klaus Witrisal reported about the activities carried out 

within WG-LT 

4. Florian Kaltenberger and Mark Beach reported about the activities carried out 

within WG-RA 

 

 

13. Liaisons with International Bodies, Standards and Projects 

The Action is involved with several international bodies and other projects: 

 
 

 

14. AOB 

The Chair reminded the upcoming deadlines and action points: 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS IN 2019 
 

▪ 9th IRACON MC/technical meeting 

✓ DCU Dubin (EI), 16-18 January 2019 

✓ Organizer: Conor Brennan 

➔ book your flight early 



 

 

 

22 | Page 

 

▪ 10th IRACON MC/technical meeting + workshop (?) 

✓ U Oulu/Keysight (FI), 27-29 May 2019 

✓ Organizers: Janne Lehtomäki, Pekka Kyosti 

 

▪ 11th IRACON MC/technical meeting + joint workshop with 

RECODIS (?) 

✓ Gdansk University (PL), 4-6 Sep 2019 

✓ Organizer: Slawomir Ambroziak 

 

FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

Ideally, the proposal for a follow-up action should be submitted in Sep 2019, 

therefore internal proposals should be ready by June 2019. 

Anyone with ideas for a new action framework was invited to send an email to the 

Chair before 15 November 2018. 

Anyone willing to participate in the writing OR reviewing of the proposal should 

also send an email to the Chair before 15 November 2018. 

Anyone interested in chairing the new action should send an email to the Chair at 

any time (open call). 

 

 

15. Close of Meeting 

ACTION POINTS 
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